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Dear Parent/Guardian

First of all I would like to welcome you to Sedgefield Harriers and thank you for taking this opportunity to bring your child to our Club’s junior section.  It is hoped that the following will answer questions that you may have about our Club, however, if your questions are not answered in the following please do not hesitate to contact us.

Aims and Objectives of the Sedgefield Harriers Junior Section

Sedgefield Harriers aims to provide a fun, stimulating and educational experience within athletics for children of all abilities and backgrounds.  It is the intention of Sedgefield Harriers to enable all children that join the Club to develop their skills, abilities and interest in athletics within a safe and motivating environment appropriate to their needs.

Child Welfare 

Sedgefield Harriers will at all times ensure that the sessions that your child takes part in are safe and appropriate to their age and ability.  Sedgefield Harriers will also ensure that all its junior sessions are led by Criminal Records Bureau checked and UK Athletics qualified coaches.  

As part of our commitment to the welfare of children in our care, Sedgefield Harriers are currently completing the Sport England/England Athletics’ Club Mark process.  Club Mark provides sports clubs with a junior section accreditation with their governing body that recognises the quality of their provision.  This accreditation enables parents to identify sports clubs that are safe places for their children to enjoy sport.   

Sedgefield Harriers has a Child Welfare Officer.  The role of the Child Welfare Officer is to ensure that Sedgefield Harriers is fulfilling its obligations to the welfare of children in their care in line with the policies and procedures set out by UK Athletics and England Athletics.  The Child Welfare Officer also to acts as a point of contact within Sedgefield Harriers should any adult or child have any general enquiries or specific concerns with regard to child welfare at the Club.

The Child welfare Officer for Sedgefield Harriers is 

Marie Walker 

54 Whitehouse Drive

Sedgefield

TS21 3BU

Tel 01740 622765

Email jam54@tiscali.co.uk

UK Athletics Level 2 Coach

CRB Cleared

Sports Coach UK Child Welfare Course

Junior Groups

The junior section of the Sedgefield Harriers has three sections.  These sections do overlap depending on the age, maturity (physical, mental and emotional) and the aspirations of an individual child.

Group 1

The first group is for children in school years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  Children attending this group will be provided with a fun and challenging experience across the broad range of athletics.  These sessions seek to develop children’s agility, balance, coordination and speed in line with the philosophy of long-term athlete development.  Within these sessions UK Athletics’ Shine awards will be provided as well as year round competition opportunities both within and outside the Club environment.

Group 2

The second group is for children in school year 6/7 upwards.  Through this group children will continue to develop their skills across the full range of athletics with linkage again being made to the UK Athletics’ Shine Awards.  Children from school year 7 onwards will also have the opportunity to compete for Sedgefield Harriers at a local, regional and national level across all aspects of athletics.

Group 3

This third group is for children from school year 8/9 onwards.  Here, Sedgefield Harriers are currently able to offer more detailed/specific coaching and competition in middle and longer distance running.  This offer reflects our current coaching capacities and areas our coaches’ knowledge and interest.  It is anticipated that the club’s coaching capacity for this age group across the broader spectrum of athletics will develop in the coming months and years.  However, in the meantime, should an athlete in this age group wish to excel at an aspect of athletics that they or their parents feel we are unable to cater for we will be more than happy to signpost you to an appropriate club or coach.

Coaches

Currently Sedgefield Harriers has 8 qualified coaches working with the junior section of the Club.  These are:

Scott Hydon

UK Athletics Level 2 Endurance


CRB Cleared

Ean Parsons 
UK Athletics Level 2 Endurance


CRB Cleared

Marie Walker
  
UK Athletics Level 2 Endurance/Throws

CRB Cleared

Rachael Watson
UK Athletics Level 2 Throws


CRB Cleared

Diane Baines

UK Athletics Level 1/Children in Athletics
CRB Cleared


Gary Flatters

UK Athletics Level 1




CRB Cleared


Linda Flatters
UK Athletics Level 1/Children in Athletics
CRB Cleared


David Walker

UK Athletics Level 1




CRB Cleared

Training Venue/Times

Times/venue

Monday

6:30pm – 7:30pm (groups 2 & 3/school year 7 upwards)




Maiden Castle, Durham 

Wednesday

6:30pm – 7:30pm (all groups).  Sedgefield Community College

Facilities

During the winter months we train outdoors on Sedgefield Community College’s multi use games area, whilst during the summer months we train outside on the College’s playing field and running track.  Sedgefield Harriers are also currently in discussions with Sedgefield Community College with regard to their involvement in the Building Schools for the Future programme.  We are hopeful that our positive relationship with the Sedgefield Community College will enable us to access enhanced facilities provided through this programme at some point in the future.  In addition to this we utilise Durham University’s athletics track at Maiden Castle, Durham.

Costs

We make a charge of £1 per child per session throughout the year.  This charge contributes to.

Facility hire

Coach education 

Equipment

Shine Awards

Medals

League affiliations

Membership

For children in school year 7 up there is a £5 annual membership fee to cover UK Athletics insurance cover.  This is payable on the 1 April each year

Membership

Each child aged of 16 or under is considered a member of Sedgefield Harriers after completion of our membership form.  Please note membership is free for those under 16.  

Membership Form

If your child would like to join Sedgefield Harriers can you please complete the attached membership form and return it to their coach as soon as possible.  This form will allow us to affiliate competing members aged 11 or over with England Athletics.  It will also provide information regarding points of contact with the parents and/or guardians of a child should they be needed in an emergency.  

Sedgefield Harriers would also like to be able to contact the parents or guardians of our junior members about club events and social activities.  If you do not wish to receive this information please sign the appropriate section of the membership form.

There may be occasions where a nominated team manager/coach would like to take photographs of training sessions or competition for use in either the local press, on our website or on our notice board situated in the Community College.  Whenever possible advanced notice will be given of such occasions.  However, if you wish for us, or the press, not to take any photographs of your child, please sign the appropriate part of the membership form.

So that we are able to keep accurate and up to date information on each child that attends Sedgefield Harriers we will ask that a new membership form is completed at the beginning of each calendar year.

Parental Involvement in Sedgefield Harriers

Finally, the success of any sports club in terms of the experiences it offers and the positive impact it has upon people lives is often down to the quality and number of its volunteers.  Therefore, if you feel you would like to contribute to the future success of Sedgefield Harriers, in whatever way you feel possible, then please let us know.  Opportunities at Sedgefield Harriers include:

Coaching

Administration

Team management

Officiating

Transport/transport organisation

Fund raising

Event organisation (athletics and social)

Newsletter production

Website

Press officer

Club/school links

Club/Local Authority links

If you would like to contribute any of the above or other skills to the Sedgefield Harriers please let us know.

Further Information

If you would like any further information about Sedgefield Harriers, it’s junior section, or how you may be able to help with the club’s development then please contact Sedgefield Harriers’ Club Development Officer

Scott Hydon

12 Matfen Court

Sedgefield

TS21 2JB

Tel 01740 620251 or 07883886305 

Email scotthydon@yahoo.com.
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